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Abstract

Seems that Washington State Parks and Recre-
ation Commission just might be playing some
money games whilst considering elimination of
existing open- and operating-State Parks. So,
let’s use this article to just review some pre-
sented information.
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Why close State Parks but get
more money?

The problem is this:

Prob. 1. State Parks are to received more
money FY 2010–11;

Prob. 2. New ‘Taxpayers’ tax on vehicle li-
cense for benefit of State Parks; and

Prob. 3. New Wash. Legis. Sess. 2010–11
SSB 5600 is mandating t r a n s f e r -
r i n g State Parks to others;

Prob. 4. State Parks management and com-
mission is meeting to consider more
State Parks closures in April.

What does SSB 5600 present

One of the conditions or stipulations contained
within SSB 5600 is this:

(3) The commission shall actively
pursue transferring ownership of state
parks to local governments, tribes, or
other entities that have expressed an
interest in operating the park. The
commission shall provide biannual up-
dates of this effort to the office of fi-
nancial management and the appro-
priate fiscal committees of the legisla-
ture. The first report shall be submit-
ted no later than December 1, 2009.
Source: SSB 5600 §303·3, at
81[SSB5600, § 303, p.81]

Let’s just do a simple summary review the
mission for State Parks. The State of Washing-
ton, Office of Financial Management, presents
this:

The Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission is responsible
for the long-term care and protection
of Washington’s state parks. Charged
with a dual mission, the commission
seeks to provide recreation access to
and public enjoyment of a diverse park
system while caring for the parks’
stewardship needs which are necessary
to preserve the system’s values for fu-
ture generations.
Agency Mission

The Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission acquires, op-
erates, enhances, and protects a di-
verse system of recreational, cultural,
historical, and natural sites. The
Commission fosters outdoor recre-
ation and education statewide to pro-
vide enjoyment and enrichment for all
and a valued legacy to future genera-
tions. Source: OFM, Agency 465,
State Parks[OFMSP, p.1]

How much money for State Parks To-

morrow?

Looking at SSB 5600 To t a l A p p r o p r i -
a t i o n for FY 2010–11 we see $157,252,000
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Table 1: Requested current law budget

Request $154,975,000
Net change from current bi-
ennium

$4,373,000

Percent change from cur-
rent biennium

2.9-%

Source: [OFMSP, p.1]

for the benefit of State Parks and Recreation
Commission.[SSB5600, § 303, p.81].

So, if OFM presented the December 2008
State Parks requested at $154,975,000 within
Table 1, p. 3 but the current SSB 5600 (Ta-
ble 2) T o t a l A p p r o p r i a t i o n equals
$157,252,000; as a result, this gives the a v -
e r a g e ‘Citizen’ or ‘Taxpayer’ the impression
that State Parks Agency is proposed to receive
not a 2.9-percent increase from the current bi-
ennium, but a 4.4-percent increase for the cur-
rent biennium.

As a result, with this $6,680,000 in-
crease from FY 2007–09 (estimated) to this
new FY 2010–11 (proposed) using data from
SSB 5600 and OFM ($150,572,000).

But, we find within SHB 1244 budgeted
$146,198,000[SHB1244, § 1202, p.352] pro-
posed for FY 2008–09 that is a decrease from
the OFM $150,572,000; however, now, if
SSB 5600 is proposing $157,252,000; it follows,
that is a 7.5-percent increase proposed for State
Parks spending for FY 2010–11.

So, what is wrong with State

Parks budgets?

We can see that State Parks are proposed a 4.4-
to 7.5-percent budget increase for FY2010–11
operating budgets, but as SSB 5600 says: “The

commission shall actively pursue trans-

ferring ownership of state parks to lo-

cal governments, tribes, or other entities

that have expressed an interest in operat-

ing the park.”[SSB5600, § 303(3), p.81] (em-
phasis added to original)

State Parks meet to discuss clo-

sures?

ITEM E-9: Status of Parks Pro-
posed for Transfer or Mothballing

This item will report to the
Commission on the status of plans
to transfer up to 13 state parks
and mothball up to 32 state parks.
This is in response to potential
additional cost savings required by
agency budget reductions. This item
complies with the Centennial 2013
Plan elements, “Our Commitment –
Financial Strategy.”

Authors:
Larry Fairleigh, Assistant Director,

3



(360) 902-8642
mailto:Larry.fairleigh@parks.

wa.gov

Source: State Parks Meet-
ing Agenda 23 Apr. 2009 Item E-9,
at 14[SPmtg, Item E-9, at 14]
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Table 2: NEW SECTION. § 303. FOR THE STATE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Description $

General Fund–State Appropriation (FY 2010) $26,746,000
General Fund–State Appropriation (FY 2011) $25,989,000
General Fund–Federal Appropriation $5,927,000
General Fund–Private/Local Appropriation $73,000
Winter Recreation Program Account–State Appropria-
tion

$1,561,000

Off-Road Vehicle Account–State Appropriation $240,000
Snowmobile Account–State Appropriation $4,845,000
Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account–State Appropri-
ation

$369,000

Parks Renewal and Stewardship Account–State Appro-
priation

$71,840,000

Parks Renewal and Stewardship Account–Private/Local
Appropriation

$300,000

Recreation Resources Account–State Appropriation $9,802,000
NOVA Program Account–State Appropriation $9,560,000
TOTAL APPROPRIATION $157,252,000

Source: SSB 5600 §303.3, at 81[SSB5600, § 303, p.81]
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